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Case ID #: 58C-TP-70141 (Closed) 

Title: Congressman Don Young; 
Et Al; 

Corruption ■ 
Synopsis: To close case. 

Details: After review by the Chief of the Public Integrity 
Section, Department of Justice, it was determined that there was 
not evidence beyond a reasonable doubt to ultimately convict 
Congressman Young. Instead, the FBI has forwarded a letter 
outlining certain actions taken by Congressman Young and will 
leave punishment to the discretion of the Ethics Commission. A 
copy of the letter sent to the Ethics Commission is incorporated 
into the file. 

Inasmuch as the chief of the public integrity section 
has declined prosecution in this matter, the writer requests that 
the case be closed at this time. 
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7\^vi i 2 ?nnfi 



Date of transcription 04/07/2008 f 

n i nt-.erview was conducted under the 
at the United States Attorney's 



□ 



Agents 

TriTTQ o 



Office -in A nchorage, Alaska. The following ind ividuals were present at 
the m eeting i land his attorney. J"" 1 Special 

trie beaerai Bureau of 

! 



aria 



^jAj-irSTS CEEPZ MfA-i<*t-;W iir^r^ MrAr^A Attorneys (AUSA)[ 
lanH 



I, JU l» (nil X VS A A _l_ \— W i i »p» w 'W -a. ^ * v *■ ^ / I ■ 

as well as D epartment of Justice (DO J) Attorneys 
jand l I At the the start of the meetin g, 



voluntarily provided the following information 

~lwa.^ hn.m .in.J I Alaska and spent a few years 

|graduated from the 

1 n^i-hh a Rar.hftl nr of Arts degree in b6 ~ 4 



After 



b7C -4 
b7D -1 



Jprietlv a 



if 



1 and took a job 



1992. 



1 FRRMK MnRgnWSTfT ' fi ^Tnnainn in IQRfi and 



c 



tor DON YOUNG , Alaska Congressm an, inf 
| YOUNG'S campaign in 1996 | 



left YOUNG T s campaign staff [ 



and LU YOUNG, as weii asf 
Congressional office. 



1 interviewi ng with DON 

b6 -2, 4 
b7C -2, 4 
b7D -1 



p rund-raising events, , - 

schedule with the Wash ington, D.C. (DC) office. L 
the AK campaign office I 



w^tinnnn Q4/Q2/20Q8 ^ Anc 



File# ( 
by SA 



lorage, Alaska 

Date dictated N/A 
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j after it became known that 
investigation by the FBI . 



under 



Tthe media as it relates to YUUNlt's campaign? 



never spoice to young directly about tnis issue 



All ot YOUNG'S travel, including tne congressiona l Delegation 
(CODED trips are arrang ed by YOUNG 1 s DC office. I I 
I f a schedule from the DC of f ice t regarding 

YOUNG ' s planned travel . 

LU Y0UNG f s travel is paid for by campaign funds. The 
YOUNGs use a Oklahoma based travel agency to arrange all of -3, 4, 5 
their travel. The travel agency is V b7c -3, 4, 5 

b7D -1 

as tne campaign credit card account 
number and charges the account directly for all travel linked to 
the campaign. 

Campaign funds cover the costs associated with signage, 
permits for signs, fund raising expenses, lodging costs 
associated with the campaign, and travel expenses for LU YOUNG 
as well as staff members who travel with LU YOUNG. 



uvea in Hiasjca, [ 



tn h<*rHn wnrVing for the YOUNGS . | 

liking narfi of LU YOUNG 



[ pre viously 
]at tne rime I 



i 

b6 -3, 4 
b7C -3, 4 
b7D -1 



after LU YOUNG'S stroke \ 



It he YftflNKa-J 



J3F 



description is also respon sible for three topic areas including 
I [I ■ kra^ unable to recal l the other two 

is responsible. | . I has 

of constituent work. | 



topic area s tor whi ch 
never seenl Ho c 
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LU YOUNG can't be left alone because she has a 
to fall and her vision is poor. Sh^ is una ble to drive, 



does not like to be by herself, 
that she needs a full-time medical aide. 



tendency 
and 



is of the opinion 



LU YOUNG goes to the 
DC congressional office every day with YOUNG. The YOUNGs 
typically arrive at the DC office at 11:00 am. LU YOUNG has her 
own desk and screens people coming into the office. LU YOUNG is 
very hard on staff members and has described herself as a savage 
Athabascan for decades. She is not healthy, I I 

i i, I ' w _ 

LU YOUNG sees herself as the elected official, and wants to be 
recognized at every function she attends. She gets very upset 
if YOUNG forgets to introduce her. DON and LU YOUNG have a 
loving relationship, but frequently have volatile arguments. 

On one occasion, LU YOUNG became very upset with 



YOUNGs' condominium upon their arrival in AiasJca. LU YOUNG has 
a sense of entitlement about most things and can be very mean 
when she doesn't get her way. LU YOUNG insisted on having 
crackers, cheese', Lindeman 65 wine, and ginger ale. The YOUNGs 
don f t think they should have to pay for anything when they are 
in Alaska including dinners, laundry, an d dry cleaning. Anytime 
the YOUNGs have dinner with constituents | [ the cost 

of the dinner is picked up by the campaign"! The xuufMCis would 



pile of receipts incl uding receipts for t heir 
own dinners *nn -a.gV for rfii fflhlirfifiment . | "| 
| | previously paid tne receipts 

withnnt auction a a mp I I Dvpr 1-hP. r.oiirflft of the laflt.f 



be - 

b7C 
b7D 



Lately, tnev nave not Pe er^ 



stopped on tne aavice or counsel afteibe -4, 5 
"lthe campaign. b7c -4, 

b7D -1 



I l orevious incident in which LU 

YOUNG wanted her d aughter flown to a campaign event l~ 




W^fhpr T.H Vftmift was ftnt.it.lefl r.o npr m eni 

expen ses rrom the campaign. There was no doubt \ 



Jthat the expenses LU YOUNG was submitting were 
inappropriate , and it was a common topic of discussion in the 
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if fice. F 



j-hfro roPPiptQ T.H YQlMfi 

_L 



requesting reimbursement for, YOUNG T s response 



b6 -3, 4, 5| 
b7C -3, 4, 5 
b7D -1 I 



YOUNG rarely apologizes.] I does not know if 

YOUNG sees the expe nses submitted dv^Lu iuuimU. LU YOUNG has a 
checking account at | | L 

reimburses LU YOUNG directly bv c 



, so mere will be a record 



The campaig n requires two signatures on checks of 
$500.00 and greater. I 



LU YOUNG was reimbursed for meals with friends, family, 
and constituents. Some of her favorite restaurants include 
Lucky Wishbone, Sea Galley, and Simon and Seafort's. YOUNG also 
.gnhmit tftd receipts for dinner. Some of the YOUNGs 1 frien ds and 
family I I . 



1 YOUNG served as 
Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee from 
2002-2008. There was a portrait unveiling in DC associated with 
this honor. LU YOUNG wanted family members to attend the event 
in DC. She thought this travel expense should be considered a 
campaign expense. Arrangements were made in 2002 for the YOUNG 
family to travel from Anchorage to DC on a FEDEX jet at a cost 

of $17,000.00 for approximately thirteen people. LU YOUNG 

requested payment for the travel costs. [ 



YOUNG knew of the arrangements and that the costs were covered 
by the campaign. 

YOUNG treated any travel to Alaska as campaign related. 
In addition, when LU YOUNG takes constituents to the Capitol 
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Hill Club, she submits receipts to the campaign for 
reimbursement. YOUNG has a Suburban sports util ity vehicle 
which stays parked in the Congressional garage. I 



b6 -4 
b7C - 
b7D - 



4, 5 



typically sent a check request [ 



on a 



monthly basis reanestina r eimbursement for mileage from campaign 
funds. | [ Late in reimbursing the mileage 

request, YOUNG would call . The campaign is no longer 

reimbursing for mileage. T H 



looking after LU YOUNG 



obtained 



S^oth DON and LU YOUNG routinely 
r< 



rom the campaign account in the 



amo unt of $300 dollars each when they traveled to Anchorage 
The T I 

advi 



flt.QDDfid within the last year on 



counsel i J , 

[YOUNG that he could no longer 

YOUNG appeared to be upset and irritated by thi§7 



*b6 -2, 4 
■b7C -2, 4 

b7D -1 



and advised he would discuss it with Adkins & Gump* The money 
was for tips and incidental expenses. YOUNG never provided 
receipts to justify this money. Typically YOUNG would travel to 
Anchorage six to seven times during no nelection years , and more 
frequently during election years. The | I 
was usually provided at the front end of the trip in the torm or 
cash left in a ™ flmaXojafl -in vnmirs' ? hotel room or at his 

r^nrt^m-i ni nm I 



also knew about YOUNG 1 s 



| YOUNG claiming reimbursement for dinners that were not 
campaign related was inappropriate, LU YOUNG usually received a 
check made out to her in, thp amount nf S^OO 00, at the beginning 



of each trip to Alaska 



LU YOUNG to the 



bank where she would deposit her cnecK. There was one occasion 
whfin T.TI VOTING w^n t tn limnh at Simons and Seaforts, I I 



fho -inrl^rirt na l shft wa ,g rmina tn Minnh With would not, let 

YOUNG pav. 1 . _l ^ " 4 , 

| LU YOUNG would often submit *>7c " 4 

receipts for reimbursement in addition to the $300.00 checks hlD ~ 1 
that she would receive from campaign funds. 



_has traveled to Fort Yukon, the official 
residence of the YOUNGS, twice. YOUNG has expensed things 
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related to his trips to Fort Yukon to the campaign. Typically 
the campaign would pay for half of the costs associated with a 
charter flight to Fort Yukon and YOUNG 1 s Congressional office 
would pay the other half of the costs. The costs that the 
campaign covered were the costs associated with LU YOUNG'S 
travel to Fort Yukon. However , there were instances when the 
campaign paid for the entire cost of the chartered flight. The 
YOUNGs have a small house in Fort Yukon, and YOUNG built a 
second house there. Every charter flight the YOUNGs took to 
Fort Yukon in August was full of building supplies. These 

finnnliAfi ram ft frnm .qngnarri Rnjlriers (SB) . [ 



supplies from SB including a 
stove, 2x4 lumber, doors, paint, and wash buckets. The charter 
flight was a Conquest 441 plane oper ated through Security 

J no campaign events ever took 



Aviation. 

place in Fort Yukon. The YOUNGs were simply traveling to their 









[may have traveled there on the chartered be - 



b7D -1 



finances, 



of accounting matters" 



Neither DON or LU YOUNG wanted a campaign- credit card. 



The campaign credit card is used to cover costs associated with 
fund raisers, as well as travel costs associated with the 
campaign. The travel agency the YOUNGs utilize has the campaign 
credit card account number, so the account can be charged 
directly when y^i-?^ =>^^ ^ oonaH ^ fhp voting 5=5 pnd other 

staff members. 



arrangements to pay tor out ot state tuna-raising events and]^ 



be -2, 4 

2, 4 
1 
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be 

b7C 
blD 
1 



There were many instances when hunting trips coincided 
with campaign trips for YOUNG. YOUNG went on a fund-raising 
trip to Brownsville, Texas and then attended a hunting trip on 
the side. Some trips were not profitable in terms of fund 
raising. YOUNG took a trip to Savannah Dhu and the campaign 
barely broke even on the trip. They expected to raise $24,000 
dollars for the campaign, but only raised $4,000 dollars. 
Another event in Brownsville wasn't successful because the event 
coordinator didn't have enough time to arrange it. 

There were several Savannah Dhu fund raisers over the 
years. In January of every year, YOUNG goes to an event for the 
Safari Club hosted in Reno, Nevada. The co.st for the YOUNGs, as 
well as an aide for LU YOUNG to attend the event is paid for by 
the campaign. In the past, there was one $2,000 dollar 
contribution from the Safari Club; however, the campaign did not 
receive a check from the Safari Club this year. DC staffers 
arranged hunting trip in the four corners area of Arizona and 
New Mexico. An event coordinator was hired in either Arizona or 
New Mexico to organize the fund raiser associated with the 
hunting trip, but was given short lead time to do so. The fund 
raising e vent was not held; however, the hunting trip still 



ymue 



charges occurrea as a. re sult 01 tne event: planning 
fund raiser did not actually occur. Usually an event 
coordinator is paid 12-15% of the total contributions. 



the 



The DC off ice makes all o f the decisions related to 

bnly attends the ; b ^" 2 ^ 4 ' 



fund raising e vents . | 
Alaska events ;T 



-b7C -2, 4 
■b7D -1 



hnrrrpr avftntfl in nr. PVfirv year. [ 



1 tftfe eras reset ana moose 



statr to cover tn^fltJ 



Seattle travel. 
the campaign for 



i DC 

la lot o f YOUNG'S 

" Iper year from 



the work that ne does.j" 



In regard to the Coconut Road fund raising event, the 
catering b ill was picked up bv someone else. This was brought 



paid the reception costs, 



hotel room charge 
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The campaign eventually reimbursed! 

expenses . At the Coconut- Grove event, 
raised. 



for all of these 
000 dollars was 
for the campaign. 



CONNIE MACK, a Congressman from Florida/ didn't send a 
copy of the invitation in response to | I request. 
MACK's staff was evasive about the Coconut Grove event saying at 
one point that it was an outdoor event, then changing their 
stance and saying it was an indoor event. MACK was quick to 
separate himse lf from YOUNG and the fund raising event. I 

12-4 pages in cluding receipts and an invitation 

ie information! 



from MACK, 
without the invitation rrom MACK 



la copy of the invitation. \ 



invitation 



-b6 -2, 4, 5 



a copy of the b7c -2, 4, 5 

hlD -1 



•is nart. of an inner group of lobbyists who 

^for YOUNG and is 



support YOUN G 

fund raising events in both Puerto Rico and Las 



vegas. — TKe Puerto Rico event is held annually and typically 
raises between $20,000 to $3 0,000 dollars for YOUNG' s campaign. 

""notices to raise funds for YOUNG 1 s 
Inhhvifltfl supporting YOUNG include 



namnaian. The core group — Q 



The YOUNGs are not gamblers. LU YOUNG likes jewelry. 
She won drawings and received earrings in the state of 
Washington. LU YOUNG was panning for gold in Fairbanks and , 
found a large gold nugget in her pan. I I hasn't heard 

whether LU YOUNG finding a gold nugget in her pan was fixed. He 
also doesn't know who hosted this event in Fairbanks, LU YOUNG 
received count less bracelets a nd ivory while in the DC office 



LU YOUNG showed 



gifts including a pair of earrings 
bougnt ner during a trip to Las Vegas. She was 
given rne earrings, which appeared to be solitary diamond studs, 
during one of her i**t rr-ins to T.as Vegas. The earrings 



looked like diamonds 
were real. 



does not know if they 

t 



LU YOUNG also won earrings at the Seafood Invitational 
in Seattle, Washington one year. 
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:b6 -4 

During a CODEL trip in August , the campai gn paid for b7c -4 
all of the fishing licenses for guests, 
who paid for the actual fishing trips 



is unaware b7D -l 



wnen rive or more 
members of Congress travel together on a trip, they are allowed 
to request a military transport flight. 



wiUf" 

if tn 



_,Alaska Airlines (AA) in DC 
1 T.n vnmvrn naiio^ a rPQui t- nf being angry 



LU YOUNG asked AA 
ev sti ll wanted their gate at Na tional Airport. Shortly 



thereafter, 



During the Sea Life Center auction events, LU YOUNG 
would verbally a ttack peo ple who weren't bidding high enough. 

""was not bidding as high as LU YOUNG 
at him. 



On one occasion, 
expected, and shfe yeiiea 



Ls not aware of LU YOUNG being taken on any 
paid shopping trips by lobbyists. be -2, 4, 5 

b7C -2, 4, 5 
b7D -1 



Young-199 



U.S. Department of Justice 

Criminal Division 
Public Integrity Section 



1400 Next* York Avenue, State 12100 \ 
Washington, O.C 20005 . j 

August 17,2010 



Via certified mail, return receipt requested 
R. Blake Chisum, Esq. 
Chief Counsel 

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 
United States House of Representatives 
HT-2, The Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Re: Congressman Don Young 

Dear Mr. Chisam, . 

We write to refer to the Committee information regarding potential violations of the 
disclosure requirements of the Ethics in Government Act by United States Congressman Don j 
Young. The information relates to travel and expenses associated with hunting trips taken by 
Congressman Young between 200 1 and 2007 which were not reported on his annual financial j 
disclosure reports. 

We understand from Congressman Young's attorney, John M. Dowd, Esq., that he has 
previously provided the Committee with information regarding these allegations. Specifically, it 
is our understanding that he has provided to the Committee all documents and other materials \ 
that Congressman Young has provided to the Department of Justice during our investigation. I 
Those materials include the following: . : 




i 



Please advise us if the Committee has not received any of the above-referenced items. 

For your reference, we have enclosed a chare (Attachment A) listing the specific hunting 
trips and expenses that were not reported on Congressman Young's disclosure reports. Tn 
addition, we note that the FBI interviewed dozens of witnesses in connection with our 



b3 -1, Per FBI 
b6 -5 j 
b7C -5 



Young-166 




# 



investigation, and we are willing to make the reports of those interviews available to the 
Committee. We have enclosed a list of significant witnesses who were interviewed by the FBI 
on a voluntary basis, along with a brief description of their relationship to the conduct at issue. 
This is included as Attachment B , m 

We have concluded our investigation, and provide this information for any action or 
additional investigation that the Committee deems appropriate. If you have questions, or if you 
need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 514-1412. 



Enclosures 

cc: Office of Congressional Ethics 
U.S. House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 895 

Washington, D.C. 20515-0895 

John M. Dowd, Esq. 
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, LLP 
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 



■ Sincerely, 




Jack Smith 
Chief 

Public Integrity Section 



-2- 
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Date of transcription 02/14/2008 



date of birth 



Social Security Account Number 



telephone number off 
number of f 



1 was c ontacted at 
"]has a work 



and 



J and a cellular telephone 
I After being advised of the ident ity 



of the agent and the purpose of the interview, 
voluntarily provided the following information 



about * fimrir a i. q pr he i Tier held for United States 
"Representative DON YOUNG 



b6 -4, 5 
b7C -4, 5 



]part 



of a regional group known as the SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE (SWFTI) . SWFTI was formed to lobby 
and gain the attention of state legislato rs when it came time to 
fund transportation projects in the area . | | 
believed that if there were no presence in Tallahassee 
trumpeting the needs of Southwest Florida, legislators would 
overlook the area and provide funds to other regional 
delegations who expressed their needs. Since the formation of 
SWFTI , Southwest Florida has received significant funding from 
the state for highway and road improvements. 

SWFTI consists of mostly industry people in the area. 
The impetus for SWFTI was initiated bv membe rs of the BONITA BAY 

GROUP, which I I Employe es and . 

executives from the BONITA BAY GROUP frequently send l | 

information about political representati ves and fundraising 
events in the area J I on the METROPOLITAN 

PLANNING & ORGANIZATION (MPO) board. 



asked 



indicated t 



which 
oEHers to 
for a 



help raise $b,UUU XUUAIU. T 

donation of $500, the donor coma attend a reception where 
United States Representatives- DON YOUNG, CONNIE MACK, and MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART would be present. Each of these congressional 
members sat on the House of Representatives 1 transportation 
committee. If a donor would contribute $5,000 or bundle a group 
of contributors that totalled over $5,000, the donor could 
attend a private dinner with YOUNG, MACK, and DIAZ-BALART. 



b6 -4, 5 
b7C -4, 5 



investigation on 2/13/2008 at Bonita Springs, FL 

Fiie# 58C-TP- 70141 — ^ S \f Young-?fe dict 

SA mbh 



by 



be -l 

b7C -1 
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to YO UNG and _ 

I t o the event . [ 



person who attended would donate $500. [ 



kxpected that each 

"[ indicated that 

a donation was expected if a person attended the event. This 
was not abnormal wh en compared to other political fundraisers 

attended. 



b6 

b7C 



to 



SWFTI members were 
:> improve Interstate 75. 



t 



nfcereated in 



trying 

I I SWFTI members felt 'that the reception and dinner witn 

YOUNG, MACK, and DIAZ-BALART was a perfect opportunity to 
explain the traffic problems around the area. YOUNG, who 
attended an event at FLORIDA GULF COAST UNIVERSITY (FGCU) prior 
to the reception, got cau ght in traffic wh ile being driven to 
the HYATT COCONUT POINT. I [ that YOUNG being tied 

up in traffic was a perfect example of why the area needed money 
to expand the infrastructure. 



he 

b7C 



While at the reception 
able to speak with him but for a 



met YOUNG but was not 
spoke with 



second. 

MACK a litt le longer, but their conversation was Drief 
| k poke the r lDmaat-jq.th DIAZ-BALART, who represented a 

district in Miami 
was important as an 



felt that DIAZ-BALART' s presence 
552p5H3T3TT of 1-75 would assist Miami as well 



as Southwest Florida by better allowing the flow of traffic to 
Miami . 

There weren't many people who attended t he reception at 
the Coconut Point Hyatt . | I a few members 

of SWFTI attended the e vent. | |does not rem ember if he 

met an individual named | | > 



After the fundraiser ,[ 



SWFTI members 



were very pleased when they saw that the transportation bill ^ 6 _ 
allocated approximately $M million for improvements and b7c 



widening Interstate 75. 
million of those dollarfi flag n< 



later learned that $10 
1 located for a study for the 

Coconut Road Interchange. I "Jwas- surprised by this 

because no one at SWFTI was advocating for funds to support the 
interchange. If the purpose for YOUNG'S fundraiser had been to 
lobby for funds to pay for the Coconut Road Interchange, no one 
from SWFTI would have attended. The Coconut Road Interchange is 
well down the list of needed improvements for the area. SWFTI 



Young-93 
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and widen 1-75 



specifically wanted to lobby for funds to improve 



has follow ed news accounts of 



the 



Coconut 

] 



jrecommended that the area accept the 
money for the Coconut Road Interchange study after being told 
1-ha t- t-hflv r-onlH not redirect the funds to improve and widen I- 
75. | believed that the MPO would spend approximately 

$900,00(3 on the study. 



b6 • 
b7C 



Some local politicians suggeste(j, that the qtudv be done 



for an interchange that only headed west 

that this couldn't be done because a study wouia ro cus on every 



indicated 



option to include not having an interchange at all. 
believed that there was a real possibility that the scuay wouia 
show that the infftrnh^gp was not needed. If the study actually 
turned out that way, I 
believed that they could tnen go Dacic to congress ana as>c cnem 
to reallocate that money to widen 1-75. Since the controversy, 
congress has reprogrammed that money to its original intent 
which was to widen and improve 1-75. 

thinks that SWFTI organized the fundraiser 
Hbased this b elief on the fact that the . 

~ Lpf t hfi SWFTT mfimbsrs. When 
I 



for YOUNgH 



SWFTI . 



ldoes 



not kn 
is aware tha 



■ow 

c 



|is a member of 
property off of I 



75 thar"w6uld be impacted by the Coconut Road interchange. 



id 



property is in a DRGR zone. 



discussion to place 



is also aware that there is current 
culverts in and around the property as part 
of the 1-75 widening pro ject. Questions about drainage surround 
the project. | J believes that a study should be done to 

see where the water will go if the culverts are placed. When I- 
75 was originally built, the highway caused the natural drainage 
flow to change from a westerly direction to south. ] | is 

not sure if the culverts will reestablish the flow or water to a 
westerly direction. Under the current plan, water would flow 
through a community known aa THE BROOKS and even tually end up in 
a creek ' Iknows that THE 
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BROOKS drainage system has more capacity available but a study 
would determine the actual effects of drainage flow. b6 _ 4 

b7C -4 



Young-95 



FD-30& (Rev. 10-6-95) 
r 

-1- 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date of transcription 02/28/2008 



lflf.fi of hirf-.h 



Social Security Account Numbed 

place of employment which is located atf 



and 



, was contacted at her 



addres s of[ 



fl- V - / - L - 1 r 

jhas an office telephone number of I 



f"hom e 



and a 

cellular telephone number of | 1 After being 

advised o f the id entity of the Agent and the purpose of the 
interview J" ^voluntarily provided the following information: 



b6 -4 
b7C -4 



Tused to work forT 



? 



] political 



functions tnrougnout tne State ot Florida as well as national 
elections . 



l is a group called the 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE (SWFTI) . SWFTI 
consists of local public and private entities that are 
interested in procurin g funds for local infrastructure projects 

Tallahassee and Washington DC to attempt 



to obtain funds tor projects considered important bv the SWFTI 



u_ ^ii^^ ^-^^ Jr^^J — ~~ £ 1 

members. On occasion, members of SWFTI have [ 
and in Tallahassee. Members of SWFTI who haaae ErSZilid t-.n DC 
include DAVID GRAHAM (who is now deceased) I 



DC 



individuals have served on SWFTI 1 s executive committee. 

I 1 is not a registered lobbyist. 

1 to advocate the needs of 
CMiMnwoq*- Floriga to poTrETcTans that have the notential to fund 



gover nmental projects in the area 

| | follows the normal process to obtain appropriations trom 

gov ernmental committees. SWFTI is a membe r based praaiu ftfltipn 
andf 





from SWFTI. 






has met with UNITED STATES 



*t I .1 J. *1 I IWp^*». - — _ _ - , 

Transportation Committee. The main priority for SWFTI was to 
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obtain funding fo r the widening of Interstate 75. 
[ ~| SWFTI commonly referred f,n the 1 se_ capacity. 



improvemen t s as Lanes 5 and 6 for 1-75. 



believes [ 



met with YOUNG and/or his start apf vroyimatelv five or 



r 



i to discus s the areas needs. [ 
I latt ended a dinner with YOUNG in Washington 

DC. I | of donations to YOUNG at that 

dinner 



b7C -4 



SWFTI . 



1 SW FTI meetings 
I Sometimes \ 



member of 

hnt- wonldl 



Jto attend the SWFTI 



p 



meetings . 



b6 -3, 4, 5 
b7C -3, 4, 5 



Jm Im ■ 



re aft^£ 
from[ 



1 SWFTI , 



| 1 UNI TED STATES REPRESENTAT IVE PORTER GOSS 1 office. 

According to | I GOSS ' office and making the 

rounds on Capitol Hill P I 
of SWFTI and that the COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANGE off of 1-75 was a 
high priority project f or SWFTI that needed federal funding. 
i f | the COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANG E was not a 

priority for SWFTI and that SWFTI had no idea that 
in Washington DC. 



was 



— contacted^ 
|was essential for SWFTI to maintain a 



nnih.Rii frrnit- wh^n afivnn ahina positions to members of congress 

I that the COCONITT ROAD INTERC HANGE was not 
a priority for SWFTI . \ Ithat lanes 5 



and 6 for 1-75 were the priority for SWFTI. Once the area 
received funding for the capacity improvements to 1-75, the 
members of SWFTI could turn t heir attention to other projects. 

| let time run its' course and the 
COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANGE would eventually be addressed by SWFTI 
The COCONUT RO AD INTERCHANGE is on the long term plan for 
Inte rstate 75. I I 
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at UNITED 
that YO 
Florida 



>UN 

•L 



_ someone 

STATES REPRESENTATIVE CONNIE MACK'S office indicating 
a had annpnhfid ma ck's invitation to travel to Southwest 



the prospect ot YOUNG'S travel to the area. 



members of SWFTI were very excited at 
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_SWFTI, 

| ]nviv anH mingle reception for YOUNG at the HYATT 

COCONUT POINT in Estero, FL. | I the town 

hall meet ing at FLORIDA GULF COAST UNIVERSITY | I 
I I the d inner reception for YOUNG at the HYATT COCONUT 

POINT . | | does not remember the minimum donation needed to 

attend the reception or the dinne r but whe n told the amounts 
were $500 and $5,000 re g pentive1vl Hnri-inahed that the 

figures sounded correct. | | these figures 

because these kinds of receptions a nd dinners are a re gular 
occurrence for political officials . I I 



attends or is invi ted to R eceptions and dinners such as these at 



least once a week 
was done with politicians 



indicated that this was how business 




I reception for YOUNG at the HYATT 
COCONUT POINT | I members of 

SWFTI wanted to use this opportunity with YOUNG to advocate the 
need for additional funding to widen 1-75. Seeing as how YOUNG 
was the chairman of the transportation committee/ 1 I 
| | knew that YOUNG wielded tremendous power over the 

appropriations process. MACK and UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART, members of the transportation committee, were 
also in attendance at the reception and d inner. There weren't a 



lot of people who attended the reception 
who attended the dinner. 



does not know 



Some time after the reception | | learned that 

approximately $81 million had been budgeted i n the latest 
transportation bill for improvements to 1-75. f 



members of SWFTI were very pleased by the f unding . 



a chnrt time after the bill passe 



ad found an 



_jWho told|_ 

additional $10 million in the transportation bill. J~ 
contacted MACK's office and asked about the $10 milT 



ion. 

Staffers from MACK's office che cked the bill and found the 
earmark. I " [ Initially thought the earmark was 

additional funding for improving 1-75. 



there was an a]tfi±cle_J 
the newspaper detailing cne true use or the $10 million. 



•b6 - 
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learned that 
INTERCHANGE 



the funds had been earmarked for 
i nitial thought was that 
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able to convince someone on Capitol Hill to fund the 
interchange . 



After the contro versy over the COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANGE 
\ wanted to find a way to keep the 



emerge d J 

funds. | | indicated that it was and would be hard for SWFTI 

to go iacK to representatives and ask for money when local 
politicians were talking about giving the money back to 
Congress. While na panitv i mprovements to 1-75 were SWFTI 1 s 
number one priority, ! I was in favor of going ahead with the 

COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANGE STUDY if that was what they had to do 
to keep the money. 
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lis familiar with an individual named 



not tninK tnat[ 



lhas nothing to d o with SWFTI . I I does 



Jtfill remember [ 



]does not 



recognize a company named POTOMAC PARTNERS 



Members of MACK'S staff u 
about the COCONUT ROAD INTERCHANGE earmark! 



arrairs as 



^|has spoken with 
I is not familiar with Washington 



he -3, 4, 5 
b7C -3, 4, 5 



broke J 



Since the'r-nntrovprflv nv P r t-hg POflONTTT POAD TUTP!"R HHANCjE 



3 



I NEW YORK TIMES reporterf 



did not return I 
in SWFTI . The S WFTI invoice was sent tc[ 



the invitation, a partial list 



of donors who con tributed to t 
provided to SWFTI 



lis fundraiser as well as checks 
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